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BIRMINGHAM NETBALL LEAGUE

(www.birmingham-netball.co.uk)

LEAGUE CONSTITUTION

1. The league shall be called “The Birmingham Netball League” herein after referred to as BNL.  All paying courts must be within the Birmingham City boundary.

2. The objectives of the BNL shall be;

a) To promote and encourage the game of netball.

b) To foster and encourage sportsmanship between all clubs.

c) To raise the standard of play, umpiring and coaching.

3. The BNL Committee may confer Honorary Life Membership on any member whom they consider to have consistently given faithfully service to the BNL.

4. An Annual General Meeting shall be held at the close of each season at which the BNL Committee shall be elected.  Each club must be represented at the Annual General Meeting.  Failure to be represented at the AGM may result in admittance to the BNL being refused.  Each registered team has one vote.  

5. A Committee of 12 members shall govern the BNL.  From this Committee, a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson shall be appointed at their Committee meeting, such Chairperson AND vice Chairperson having given at least twelve months service on the Committee.  One third of the BNL Committee shall resign annually in order of seniority of service but shall be eligible for re-election.  In the event of a casual vacancy the BNL may appoint another eligible person to act until the next AGM.  Committee members are expected to attend a minimum of 4 meetings per season. 
6. The BNL Committee shall deal with all matters not governed by the Constitution and League Rules.

7. The BNL Committee shall place teams in divisions appropriate to their standard of play whenever possible.

8. Each division shall consist of eight teams wherever possible.

9. The BNL Committee shall have power to refuse admittance, suspend, or expel any club, team or individual whose conduct they consider to be detrimental to the objectives of the BNL as stated in No. 2 above.

10. The BNL Constitution and Rules may in no way be altered unless approved by an Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting of which fourteen days notice has been given of the intention.

LEAGUE RULES

1. GENERAL

a) All matches shall be governed by the current rules of the AENA.

b) League matches shall be of a duration of 60 minutes (4 quarters of 15 minutes).  Intervals of 3 minutes between the first-second and third-fourth quarters and an interval of 5 minutes at half time. (Ref: AENA Official Netball Rules 2.1).

c) There will be an annual fee of £20.00 for the first 7 players in a team after which, £2 per additional registration.  Entry fee must be received by the end of May or that team will not be allowed to enter the league.

d) All new teams to send a holding cheque of £10.00 each, which will be banked and returned at the end of the current season.  Teams dropping out of the league during the season will automatically forfeit the holding fee.  Teams that continually concede games may, at the discretion of the League Committee, lose part or all of the holding fee.  Any club/team owing unpaid fines at the end of the season will have the amount of the fine deducted plus an administration charge to be determined by the League Committee. 

e) Points shall be awarded for League games as follows:

5 points for a win

3 points for a draw

2 points if within 5 goals of winners score (W-L = 5 or less)

1 point for 50% or more of winners score. 

f)
The committee will nominate teams who will provide a representative to support the committee for one week per season as allocated by the BNL at the start of the season to help manage the Central venue.
Failure to provide a representative may result in a fine / or loss of points.

f) Divisions 3 to 7 will play their fixtures at a Central Venue on alternate Saturdays to the lower divisions from September 2007. This will be played ½ season at Shenley Court and ½ season at Stockland Green. 
The number of divisions entering CV will need to be considered annually dependant on numbers of divisions in the League. CV can be operated successfully with up to 10 divisions of 12.  Note season 2009_10 = Divisions 4 to 7 play alternate to lower divisions 8 to 13
2. REGISTRATION

a) All players must be registered to the BNL and affiliated to the AENA.

b) All players must be in school year 10(i.e. 14/15 years) or older on the date of the match. 

c) Each team must register a squad of at least seven players to unlimited registrations, at the beginning of the season prior to the first fixture weekend.  After the third match of the season, seven of the registered players must have played for the team for which they are registered.

At the beginning of the season weekly payers should pay for 2 weeks making 1 week in advance. At this registration the captain must pay the agreed fee, for court hire and umpire travel expenses.  Failure to pay all the agreed fees at this point will result in loss of points.

No player must be registered for more than one club or team simultaneously. 

Registrations may be altered during the season by informing the appropriate Fixture Secretary in writing. 1.4.5) Clubs must have playing uniforms which are registered. As per AENA Rule 1.4.1

d) Specimen signatures must be provided for all registered players prior to any match played by the player. Failure to do so will result in a fine and or loss of points,
A team playing a non-registered player will lose any points which are gained from that match.  The match and points will be awarded to their opposition and an appropriate fine levied. 

The BNL Committee have the right to query any player. 

No player who is registered to play in the Regional League, may play lower than Division 3 of the Birmingham Netball League. 

3. PROMOTIONS /DEMOTIONS

a) A player who is registered in a higher team and has played as a higher team member cannot be demoted to a lower team in their club after 1st January without prior consent of the BNL Committee.

b) No player who is demoted to a lower team in her club may return to a higher team during the remainder of the season.

c) A player for a lower team in a club may play in a higher team for a maximum of three times per higher team, after which she must either transfer to or not play again for that higher team.  Once this promotion has taken place, she may not be demoted for the remainder of the season.  This three times playing shall exclude tournaments (i.e. if a player has played three times for a higher team during the season then she is eligible to play in that team in the tournament as well as for her registered team).

4. PLAYING THE MATCH

a) All games will be held at a central venue, as deemed by the Central Venue Committee.

b) The BNL Committee will prearrange matches for 11am, 12.30pm and 2pm.

c) The captain of each team must register their teams arrival at the central venue only when a minimum of five players has arrived.  No team may go on court with less than five players.

d)
Teams should arrive at least fifteen minutes before the arranged start of play.
e)
Prior to the arranged start of the game the team and umpires will report to their court and both teams will sign the match card in front of the umpires.  Substitutes’ names must be listed on the card prior to the start of the match. This card will then be retained by the umpire until the end of the game. Spot checks on players may be made by the Central Venue Committee.  

f)  If any team is not on court, with a minimum of five players at the arranged time, they will forfeit the game. The forfeiting team will receive a 5 point deduction and the opposition awarded 5 points and 10 goals. The offending team will also be asked to pay the cost of the court hire and umpire fees to be paid to the committee who will then reimburse the non-offending team.
g)
All conceded matches will incur a 5-point deduction plus an administration fee, to be levied by the Committee.  In addition 10 goals should awarded to the non-offending team in order not to penalise them in terms of goal difference. A game is conceded if the team fails to turn up.
h)
Stoppage time for an injury will not be added on at the end of a game.  Players should ensure that first aid equipment is available as players must immediately cover an injury involving an open wound / blood.
Substitutes may immediately take to the court and players may change positions providing there is no delay in play.

An umpire may request that a player leaves the court until the injury has been properly dealt with, however, where possible, because of the no stoppage rule players should be allowed to cover an injury without the player leaving the court.

In the event of an injury of a serious nature (e.g. the injured player may not be moved) that umpire must use their own time device to add on extra time.

At the end of the game the umpires will complete the card with the relevant score and will return it to the Central Venue Committee whereupon both umpires will be reimbursed their travelling expenses.

Teams affected by two or more named players selected for International, Regional or National Schools commitments, which coincide with Central Venue fixtures, must play that match on the Sunday of the same weekend or mutually agreed date and time. Notification of players’ names and agreed match date must be provided to the CV secretary.
i) Each team must provide a central timer as allocated by the BNL at   the start of the season. Failure to do so will result in a fine

j) Players will also have their nails and jewellery checked by the officiating umpires (Ref: AENA Official Netball Rules)
k) Teams may reschedule CV matches to a mutually convenient date, time and venue where BOTH teams can not fullfil the fixture. In these circumstances both teams must write to the CV secretary confirming the new match arrangements at lest 2 weeks prior to the arranged fixture date. (new 2009/10).
.      5    UMPIRES
All teams that enter the BNL should provide at least one qualified umpire and be AENA affiliated
All umpires of Central Venue matches must hold at least an AENA Beginners Umpiring Award. Umpires for Division 3 must hold a minimum of a C AENA or preliminary award, 
a) Whenever possible Central Venue games will be umpired by a neutral umpire.

b) For each Central Venue game both teams shall provide an umpire.  It is the responsibility of the team to ensure the CV umpiring secretary is notified of the named umpire at least 14 days before the match. 

c) Failure to provide an umpire will result in a fine and may also result in loss of points. Failure of notification by the non attending umpire could result in a fine to be determined by the league committee.

d) Umpires shall be reimbursed for travel expenses the amount of which shall be set at each AGM to apply for the following season.  The amount set for this coming season is £12.

        6. ADVERSE CONDITIONS

a) No match shall be postponed except for the state of the ground or adverse weather conditions.  Decisions in such cases must be made by the Centre Managers of the central venue, the Central Venue Committee and the officiating umpires.  

b) Teams will be informed by the Central Venue Committee when the ground is unplayable.  In all other cases all teams must turn up to play at the agreed time.

c)
When a match is thus postponed the BNL Committee will notify teams of the alternative fixture date.

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE RULES MAY RESULT IN A FINE AND/OR LOSS OF POINTS AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BNL COMMITTEE
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COMPLAINTS AND/OR QUERIES FOLLOWING EVENTS BEFORE, DURING OR AFTER MATCH

1     All complaints and/or queries following events before, during or after a match   must be made in writing to the Chairperson.

2. The complaint and/or query must be received within seven days of the match in question and the envelope marked MATCH: COMPLAINT in the bottom left hand corner or email titled MATCH:COMPLAINT.
3. Any such communication received after the aforementioned seven days will NOT be considered by the BNL Committee.

4. On receipt of the communication the appropriate BNL Committee Member will acknowledge receipt and state the date of the meeting when it will be considered.  This acknowledgement will be sent by first class post or email.
5. Before that meeting, reports from the captains of both teams and the umpires will be requested.  Where it is deemed necessary, by the umpiring or match secretary, other persons present at the match may also be asked to provide a report.

6. At the BNL Committee Meeting the report(s) will be read to or by all those present.

7. If a decision is made at the meeting then the original report writer will be informed of that decision, in writing, within seven working days.  The letter will be sent by first class post or emailed.
8. An appeal may be lodged with the Committee if a letter of appeal is received within seven days of the date of the Committee’s communication.

9. All other parties will be contacted at the Committee’s discretion.

10. Should the Committee wish to hold a disciplinary or investigation meeting then it will be held at a date and time decided by the Committee but within 14 days of the original Committee meeting.

11. To this meeting the convened Disciplinary and/or Investigation Committee will invite all relevant parties, as they deem necessary.  Those invited may be accompanied by one other person from their Netball Club.

12. Where two or more people are involved from different clubs then their ‘evidence’ will be held independently.

13. The sub-committee will not decide the outcome of the meeting whilst the invited parties are present but will relay that decision to them, in writing, by first class post within seven days of the disciplinary/investigation meeting being held.

15. An appeal against that decision may be lodged.  This appeal must be received by the match secretary within seven days of the date of the communication (refer to point 13).

16. An Appeal Committee composed of those Committee Members who did not serve on the Disciplinary/Investigation Committee will then sit to rehear the ‘evidence’.  The Appeal Committee may affirm, vary or rescind any disciplinary sanction or order of the Disciplinary/Investigation Committee and may substitute any other sanction or order, as it appears appropriate.

17. The decision of the Appeals Committee shall be final and binding on all parties and on all members of the Birmingham Netball League.
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